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	Curriculum INTENT

	Our church school is one where we learn to live alongside each other; supporting, nurturing and collaborating with one another. We are a global family of children whereby every child is unique in the eyes of God. We are all loved by God and our core Christian values of Love, Courage and Fellowship, underpin everything we do. 

At St Alban’s Primary School, we aim to foster a deep love and appreciation of music in all pupils, alongside an understanding of how music enriches the lives of people from the past and present, across all cultures and walks of life. We strive for children to enjoy creating and performing music and to develop a secure understanding of the musical traditions that have shaped the world we live in.

We encourage pupils to engage with music in their leisure time as a source of enjoyment, reflection, and mindfulness, and we aim for all children to become confident and competent musical performers. Our teaching enables pupils to make meaningful links between music and other areas of learning, supporting the development of strong general knowledge.

We believe that music deserves recognition as an essential part of human life and as an academic subject that demands high levels of determination, knowledge, understanding, and application. Ultimately, we aim for pupils to recognise music as a universal language and one of the highest forms of creative expression.


	Curriculum IMPLEMENTATION

	The overarching aim for Music in the national curriculum is to provide a high-quality music education which should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon.  

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 
· perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians  
· learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, 
· have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument,
· use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 
· understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.






	Teaching approach: non-negotiables for teachers, Learning journey structure/steps and Pupil approach:   

	
		Planning
In EYFS Music  is largely planned following the interests of the children as much as possible, looking for opportunities to experiment with sound and instruments including rhythm and pitch, sing songs and rhymes and listen to and respond to music of different genres.  
In Key Stage 1 and 2 planning is partly in the form of Learning Quests, where Music forms part of a wider theme. Much of the listening and understanding elements of the national curriculum are covered this way.


There are also more discreet music lessons, which cover aspects of the music curriculum which cannot be covered through Learning Quest work.  A mixture of “Listen to Me” sessions offered by Hampshire Music Service, Units of work in the BBC Ten Pieces Progamme, Units of work prepared by Hampshire Music Service are all available to teachers to plan high quality sessions for music.  We are also currently trialling the GetSet4Music scheme.  If teachers approve of it and money is available to purchase it, we will adopt this as our main planning tool for our Music curriculum.
	Playing and Performing
Pupils in Key Stage 1 should be taught to: 
· use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 
· play tuned and untuned instruments musically

Pupils in Key Stage 2 should be taught to:  
· play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression
· use and understand staff and other musical notations

	Improvising and Composing 
Pupils in Key Stage 1 should be taught to:  
· experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music
·  
Pupils in Key Stage 2 should be taught to: 
· improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music
	Outdoor Learning
Children will listen to the sounds of St Alban’s when out and about, both natural and manmade.  They will make sounds and instruments from natural resources they find. They will be able to emulate the sounds they hear when out and about, in the improvisation and composing elements of their music lessons.  When possible, children will sing songs around the campfire and when out walking, to keep up spirits and create a sense of community.

	Listening and Understanding
Pupils in Key Stage 1 should be taught to: 
· listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music

Pupils in Key Stage 2 should be taught to: 
· listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural 
· appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
·  develop an understanding of the history of music.

Artist of the Half Term – will focus on a different composer which links to our Collective Worship theme – and will give the opportunity for pupils to become familiar with famous pieces of work from a range of musical traditions


	Cross-curricular
Through our Learning Quest approach, pupils develop a clear understanding of the strong links between music and other areas of the curriculum, particularly Geography, History, Art, RE, Dance, Mathematics, and English. They are encouraged to draw upon their musical knowledge across subjects, supporting the development of a rich and connected body of general knowledge.
Our Artist of the Half Term programme, delivered through collective worship, further strengthens these cross-curricular links by highlighting connections between music and art. These sessions also reinforce the school’s core worship themes of Love, Courage, Fellowship, Creativity, Reflection, Perseverance, Enquiry, Collaboration, and Connection.





	Curriculum IMPACT

	As a result we will have a community of enthusiastic musicians and music lovers who have a thorough knowledge of the musical themes taught and will be able to link this to other learning.  Music will form an important part children’s lives outside school and in their future lives as a source of pleasure and expression.
Governors, through the Governor Monitoring Plan and Subject Leader Reports, evaluate the work of subject leaders in ensuring that the quality of teaching and learning across the school is at least good. They ensure that pupils are ready for transition to secondary school and are equipped with the skills to flourish and succeed as caring individuals.
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