	History at St Alban’s CE Aided Primary



	St Alban’s Curriculum Intent Statement

	History at St Alban’s aims to support children on their journey to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Through exploring the lives and experiences of people from different times and places, pupils are encouraged to develop empathy, respect and care for others, rooted in our value of love. We want children to develop a secure knowledge of chronology within which they can organise their understanding of the past and appreciate how the actions of individuals and communities have shaped the world we live in today.
Our History curriculum aims to inspire pupils’ curiosity, fascination and passion for the past, encouraging them to ask questions and seek deeper understanding with courage. We endeavour to teach children to understand the complexities of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and the relationships between different groups, helping them to recognise the importance of working together and learning from one another in a spirit of fellowship.
We intend to create opportunities for children to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop perspective and judgement. By doing so, pupils learn to challenge ideas respectfully, consider different viewpoints and grow in confidence as historians. By the end of their St Alban’s journey, we want children to know what it means to be a historian through inspiring, memorable and creative experiences, and to develop a strong sense of identity personally, locally, nationally and globally, grounded in our shared values.

	Pupil approach:
	Learning journey structure

	As Historians we will:
· examine the past
· use the language of chronology
· look for clues and put them together to find out what happened
· ask questions because we are curious
· explore artefacts and look for details
· interpret information and give opinions
· understand the impact historical figures have had on us

	· Exploring Quest question – discover prior knowledge on the subject. 
· Exciting hook into the Learning Quest e.g. educational visit, role-play, artefact dig/exploration 
· Focus on chronology - where the era being taught fits on the timeline, events that happen within that time period. Add to the timeline as you progress through the unit. 
· Focus on key areas of the time period using historical enquiry skills, building history knowledge through interpreting facts and contemporary resources. 
· End quest with an exciting Learning Quest celebration to parents 

	Teaching approach: non-negotiables for teachers

	· Active: Pupils should be actively engaged in their learning – typically this will be doing something that relates to historical enquiry such as digging for artefacts, exploring primary, secondary and contemporary artefacts and documentation or research on a computer, it could also be taking part in a discussion and debate 
· Constructive: In general pupils start each quest with a question that the children will be exploring, discussing and evaluating through historical enquiry, findings and using prior knowledge to back up their ideas   
· Intentional: Ideally, pupils should have some degree of choice over how they tackle a task or project, allowing plenty of scope for individual creativity.  
· Authentic: Wherever possible, try to link activities with pupils’ own experiences, both within and beyond school.  
· Collaborative: Opportunity to peer review to support children with SEND and those below ARE.  Teachers have access to information regarding the barriers for these children. Use questioning to prompt pupils to think through the problems they might encounter and to share strategies to solve them. 
· Subject Specific: Model and use technical language and subject-specific terms accurately. 

	Implementation

	History at St Alban’s is taught through our Learning Quest approach, ensuring that it is carefully planned, engaging and meaningful, and often acts as a driver for learning across other curriculum areas. Our curriculum closely follows the aims and content of the National Curriculum, with knowledge and skills sequenced progressively so that pupils can build securely on prior learning. Historical learning is organised around key questions and enquiry-based lessons, encouraging pupils to explore the past with curiosity and confidence.
Lessons develop pupils’ understanding of chronology, historical concepts and disciplinary skills, including analysing sources, weighing evidence and understanding cause and consequence. Through discussion, debate and collaborative tasks, children are given opportunities to work together, listen to different viewpoints and learn from one another, promoting a strong sense of fellowship within the classroom. Teachers model and encourage respectful questioning and critical thinking, enabling pupils to approach historical enquiry with courage and independence.
A range of teaching approaches are used, including storytelling, artefacts, primary and secondary sources, visits and visitors, to bring history to life and deepen understanding. Learning is adapted to meet the needs of all pupils so that everyone feels supported and valued, reflecting our commitment to love and inclusion. Knowledge organisers, vocabulary development and retrieval opportunities are used consistently to support long-term learning and ensure that pupils can recall, explain and apply their historical knowledge over time.


	Impact

	Pupils at St Alban’s become enthusiastic and confident historians, eager to explore the past and ask questions. They gain a deep knowledge of historical themes and can make meaningful connections across the curriculum. By the end of Key Stage 2, children think critically about the past, using evidence to draw conclusions and apply lessons to their own lives. Our inter-disciplinary approach ensures that all pupils make strong progress over time, building on their starting points and developing historical skills progressively. This impact is seen through pupil voice, school and home learning, ongoing teacher assessment, and governors’ evaluation of subject leadership through the Governor Monitoring Plan and Subject Leader Reports. As a result, pupils are well prepared for secondary school and equipped with the knowledge, skills, and values to thrive, grow, and develop as compassionate, capable individuals.
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	Implementation 



History skills progression – Year 1
	What does working at ARE look like?

	Chronology
	Characteristic features
	Continuity and change
	Cause and consequence
	Historical significance
	Historical interpretation
	Historical enquiry 


	I know simple timelines and can sequence process, events, and objects within my own experience.

I know the vocabulary associated with the past e.g. old and new, then and now.
	I know that buildings, clothing, transport or technology were different in the past.

I know that there are significant features on buildings that are not seen today.
	I know old objects to people or situations from the past.

I know how some aspects of life today differ from the past using simple historical vocabulary – listed above.
	I know and give simple explanations why a person from the past acted as they did and talk about consequences of those actions.
	I know special times or events for family or friends.
	I know different accounts or real historical situations.
	I know the similarities and differences between two or more historical sources using simple historical terms.

I know and can talk about past events and use annotations or captions (maybe scribed) to identify important features of picture sources, artefacts etc.



	What does GREATER DEPTH achievement look like?
	Key vocab to secure for ARE
	How has learning last year equipped pupils to become historians?
	Key assessment tasks

	· Apply their skills and knowledge consistently, confidently and fluently. 
· Organise their ideas to make connections with other areas of learning. 
· Use their ideas to help them work with new areas of learning.
	· Change
· Discovery
· Fact
· Newer/Older
· Past/Present
· Question
	· Event 
· Invention 
· Locality/Local 
· Historian
· Source
	Statutory framework for the EYFS (from Sep 2021)
ELG: Past and Present 
· Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.
	· Timeline (e.g. changes to toys over time)
· Create a museum 
· Order and sequence images using historical language
· Retrieval practice and revision through-out the lesson

	· 
	· A long time ago/long ago
· Last Week/Last Year 
· Sequence/Timeline
· When my parents/carers were younger
· And topic specific vocabulary

	· 
	· 


History skills progression – Year 2 
	What does working at ARE look like?

	Chronology
	Characteristic features
	Continuity and change
	Cause and consequence
	Historical significance
	Historical interpretation
	Historical enquiry 


	I know that Historians use dates to describe events.

I know intervals of time e.g. before, after, at the same time etc. 
	I know and can describe in simple terms characteristic features of a person or period studied. 

I know period specific language in explanations. 
	I know the similarities and differences not just between then and now but between then and another then. 
	I know in simple terms the causes and/or consequences of an important historical event offering more than one example of its results. 
	I know and can talk about who was important e.g. in a simple or historical account. 
	I know about the differences in accounts relating to people or events both from the time (primary source) and from the present (secondary source). 
	I know and can gather information from simple sources to ask and answer questions about the past. 

I know the events and actions not just the story.



	What does GREATER DEPTH achievement look like?
	Key vocab to secure for ARE
	How has learning last year equipped pupils to become historians?
	Key assessment tasks

	· Apply their skills and knowledge consistently, confidently and fluently. 
· Organise their ideas to make connections with other areas of learning. 
· Use their ideas to help them work with new areas of learning. 
· Clearly explain what they have been doing and why they know they are correct to others.
	· Archaeology
· Artefacts
· Evidence
· Museum
· Observe
· Opinion
· Explorer
· Historical
· Impact
· Significant/
Significance
	· Centuries
· Civilisation
· Decades
· Democracy
· King and Queen 
· Nation
· Nation’s history
· Global
· Parliament
	· use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time
· understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented
	· Plan a better London - with improvements to make sure such a fire never happens again. 
· Pupils create plaques to commemorate the fire and its consequences
· Create a Pop-up Museum

	· 
	· And topic specific vocabulary
	· 
	· 




History skills progression – Year 3
	What does working at ARE look like?

	Chronology
	Characteristic features
	Continuity and change
	Cause and consequence
	Historical significance
	Historical interpretation
	Historical enquiry 


	I know phrases such as ‘over three hundred years ago’ and AD/BC or BCE/CE
	I know the main features associated with the period/civilization studied, mostly using period specific language. 
	I know some of the changes in history that happened over a period of time and I know some of the things which stayed the same. 
	I know the causes and/or consequences of an important historical event offering more than one example of its results. 
	I know that events, people and developments are considered significant if they resulted in change (had consequences for people at the time and/or over time).
	I know the differences between versions of the same event and can give a simple explanation of why we might have more than one version. 
	I know and understand how sources reveal important information about the past, in simple terms. 

I know that the absence of certain types of sources can make it more difficult to draw conclusions. 



	What does GREATER DEPTH achievement look like?
	Key vocab to secure for ARE
	How has learning last year equipped pupils to become historians?
	Key assessment tasks

	· Apply their skills and knowledge consistently, confidently and fluently. 
· Organise their ideas to make connections with other areas of learning. 
· Use their ideas to help them work with new areas of learning. 
· Clearly explain what they have been doing and why they know they are correct to others.
	· Accurate
· Agree/Differ
· Cause 
· Consequence
· Enquiry
· Evidence
· Primary Source
· Reliability 
· Secondary Source
· Society
· Cultural
	· Diversity 
· ACE/AD
· BCE/BC
· Centuries 
· Chronology 
· Civilisation 
· Democracy 
· Development
· Historical account
· Interpretation
	· know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods
· use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms
	· Living Museum, leaflet, poster or could be a class worship link.
· tourist posters/brochures 

	· 
	· And topic specific vocabulary
	
	· 


History skills progression – Year 4
	What does working at ARE look like?

	Chronology
	Characteristic features
	Continuity and change
	Cause and consequence
	Historical significance
	Historical interpretation
	Historical enquiry 


	I know that historical periods overlap each other and vary in length.

I know and can use precise chronological vocabulary.
	I know that not everyone in the past lived in the same way. 

I know the period specific language linked to the Historical topic.
	I know that in History some things remained the same and others changed at particular points. 

I know that changes in different places might be connected in some way through History.
	I know that there are different types of causes for Historical events and some things happen for different reasons – These reasons are not always from human action. 
	I know that Historical significance reveals something about history or contemporary life. 
	I know how different interpretations arise. 

I know that historical understanding is continuously being revised; if we find new evidence we have to rewrite the past.  
	I know and can use the origins and purposes of sources using knowledge of periods and civilizations. 

I know the perceptive questions that could be asked.

I know how to find, select and utilise suitable information and sources to formulate and investigate hypothesis. 



	What does GREATER DEPTH achievement look like?
	Key vocab to secure for ARE
	How has learning last year equipped pupils to become historians?
	Key assessment tasks

	· Apply their skills and knowledge consistently, confidently and fluently. 
· Organise their ideas to make connections with other areas of learning. 
· Use their ideas to help them work with new areas of learning. 
· Clearly explain what they have been doing and why they know they are correct to others. 
· Teach others what they have learned to enable them to learn too. 
	· Accurate
· Agree/Differ
· Cause 
· Consequence
· Enquiry
· Evidence
· Primary Source
· Reliability 
· Secondary Source
· Society
	· Cultural
· Diversity 
· ACE/AD
· BCE/BC
· Centuries 
· Chronology 
· Civilisation 
· Democracy 
· Development
· Historical account
· Interpretation
	· begin to understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources
· begin to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history related to the content studied in Year 3
	· create a digital storyboard
· Museum, webpage, class book etc.
· create a Tourist Brochure/Presentation

	· 
	· And topic specific vocabulary
	· 
	· 



History skills progression – Year 5 
	What does working at ARE look like?

	Chronology
	Characteristic features
	Continuity and change
	Cause and consequence
	Historical significance
	Historical interpretation
	Historical enquiry 


	I know that the past civilisations overlap with others in different parts of the world, and that their respective durations vary. 
	I know that some past civilizations in different parts of the world have some important similarities. 

I know the links between significant characteristics of a period/civilization studied and others studied, and others studied previously. 
	I know why change happened during particular events/periods. 

I know that there are usually a combination of reasons for any change.

I know that changes do not impact everyone in the same way or at the same time. 
	I know the consequences in terms of immediate and longer term effects and/or that people were affected differently. 

I know that one cause might be linked to another making and event much more likely to happen. 
	 I know the significance of events, people or developments within a particular historical narrative. 
	I know that different accounts of the past emerge for various reasons – different people might give a different emphasis. 

I know that some interpretations are more reliable than others (Primary and Secondary)
	I know why a source might be unreliable. 


I know and understand the reasoned arguments about aspects of events, periods and civilizations studied. 



	What does GREATER DEPTH achievement look like?
	Key vocab to secure for ARE
	How has learning last year equipped pupils to become historians?
	Key assessment tasks

	· Be able to construct and explain historical arguments about why things happened and what its impact or consequences were, at a level appropriate to their year group.
· Understand and talk about history from different viewpoints, understand different sources and why these might be different, at a level appropriate to their year group.
	· Analyse 
· Change and continuity 
· Hypotheses
· Interpretation
· Justification 
· Perspective 
· Social standing 
· Suitability 
	· Causation
· Continuity 
· Contrast
·  Cultural
· Political
· Religious
·  Social
· Technological
· Propaganda
	· understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources
· construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information
· begin to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history related to the content studied in Year 4
	· Create a pop-up museum
· Class debate

	· 
	· And topic specific vocabulary
	· 
	· 


History skills progression – Year 6
	What does working at ARE look like?

	Chronology
	Characteristic features
	Continuity and change
	Cause and consequence
	Historical significance
	Historical interpretation
	Historical enquiry 


	I know the order ad can place civilizations/periods studied, in chronological order and know that some overlap in duration and intervals between them. 
	I know the significant links between civilizations/periods studied.

I know and can give reasoned explanations with reference to significant examples of some connections between ways of life in the different civilizations and periods studied. 
	I know that changes in different places and periods can be connected. 

I know that some things have an impact on History and are continuous through time. I know that some changes are significant to making History as we know it. 
	I know the causes and consequences of quite complex events. I know that certain Historical events might still link in simple ways.
	I know the historical significance of events and know the consequences of this.

I know that historical significance varies over time and by the interpretations of those describing that significance (provenance). 
	I know that all history is to some extent a construct (interpretation) and know a range of reasons for this. 
I know that interpretations can be questioned on the grounds of the range of evidence used to support them or due to the aims of the creator of the interpretation (provenance). 
	I know the reasons behind the arguments about events, periods or civilizations studied. 

I know some sources are more reliable than others in relation to the period or civilization and/or the provenance of a source, considering why different sources may give conflicting information and offering reasons for this. 



	What does GREATER DEPTH achievement look like?
	Key vocab to secure for ARE
	How has learning last year equipped pupils to become historians?
	Key assessment tasks

	· Be able to construct and explain historical arguments about why things happened and what its impact or consequences were, at a level appropriate to their year group.
· Understand and talk about history from different viewpoints, understand different sources and why these might be different, at a level appropriate to their year group.
	· Analyse 
· Change and continuity 
· Hypotheses
· Interpretation
· Justification 
· Perspective 
· Social standing 
· Suitability 
	· Causation
· Continuity 
· Contrast
·  Cultural
· Political
· Religious
·  Social
· Technological
Propaganda
	· begin to note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms
· begin to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history
	· podcast or website
· Design a set of stamps

	· 
	· And topic specific vocabulary
	· 
	· 



image1.png
StAlban's C of E Aided Primary Schoo

rapred o make 3 dflecenco o' workd i xctence v




