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	Curriculum INTENT

	Our church school is one where we learn to live alongside each other; supporting, nurturing and collaborating with one another. We are a global family of children whereby every child is unique in the eyes of God. We are all loved by God and our core Christian values of Love, Courage and Fellowship, underpin everything we do. 

At St Alban’s Primary School, we believe that an engaging English curriculum will develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion. We aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage and a habit of reading for pleasure, widely and often. We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride in their writing, can write clearly and accurately, using the mechanics of good literacy and adapt their language and style to suit range of contexts. Children will explain their authorial choices and the impact these have on the reader. Our interconnected curriculum allows pupils to embed their skills throughout the curriculum and inspires children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening; encouraging them to use discussion to communicate and further their learning. 
We believe that children need to develop a secure grasp of skills and knowledge in English; following a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. We believe that a firm grasp of literacy skills is crucial to accessing all education and these will give our children the tools they need to enjoy learning and to participate fully as a member of society.


	Curriculum IMPLEMENTATION

	The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.  

Our text led curriculum is at the centre of our Learning Quest approach to our curriculum. A text driver is chosen and a wide range of supporting, or parallel texts are chosen to ensure that all children experience a breadth of text style and genre. Our curriculum closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum for English and we use the Hampshire Assessment Model to ensure that children meet curriculum phased expectations, with a specific focus on using Pen Portraits to ensure foundational knowledge is secure in reading and writing.

The National Curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:
● read easily, fluently and with good understanding
● develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
● acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
● appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
● write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
● use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
● are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.




	Teaching approach: non-negotiables for teachers, Learning journey structure/steps and Pupil approach:  

	

	Planning
Our planning follows the HIAS English team’s 3 phased approach: Stimulate and Generate, Capture, Sift and Sort and Create, Refine and Evaluate. Teachers will model writing construction at all stages, ensuring the metacognitive processes are shared, whether this is one sentence or a complete form.
Stimulate and Generate: is an opportunity to delve into the text driver (this can be a film, a poem, an advert, a novel, a non-fiction text etc.) and become immersed in the world through discussion, drama and book talk. Capture, Sift and Sort is a time for children to practise the skills needed to write. This includes grammar, sentence construction, spelling and phonics as well as the opportunity to write at length during one, or more apprentice writes. 
During the Create, Refine and Evaluate stage, children will draft, write and evaluate their ‘final’ outcome; teachers will model as appropriate and address misconceptions throughout. 
	Grammar
Grammar is taught as part of the HIAS English approach: through the ‘Capture, Sift and Sort’ phase. Grammar teaching is embedded, using the rich text for key examples and giving the children plenty of structured visual and concrete examples to practise and play with before they use it in their own writing. The Killgallon and Alan Peat strategies of: sentence imitation, unscrambling, combining and expanding are used throughout. Children also explore WAGOLLs (What a good one looks like) and discuss the purpose, audience and layout to ensure they know how to structure their writing effectively for a range of purposes. Grammar retrieval is built into the start of each English lesson, allowing children to revisit and practise previously taught grammar skills so they are continually reinforced. Occasionally, and in preparation for KS2 SATs, children may undertake discrete grammar lessons.

	Phonics and Early Reading
Phonics is taught throughout the Early Years and Key Stage One using the Essential Letters and Sounds phonics programme, following the progression set out within the scheme. Where appropriate, pupils in Key Stage Two participate in targeted intervention programme: ELS Progress which is designed to address specific gaps in phonics knowledge, recognising that phonics remains an effective strategy for supporting spelling development.
In the Early Years, Essential Letters and Sounds supports pupils in making secure cognitive links between sounds and corresponding actions. Phonics lessons follow a clear review, revise, teach, practise, apply structure and incorporate multi-sensory and engaging activities. Opportunities are taken to utilise the outdoor learning environment wherever possible. Pupils regularly practise their phonics skills through reading fully decodable texts.
	Book Talk
The comprehension of reading is taught as a whole class. All children will share the class text and discuss the text, paying attention to the following aspects of word reading and comprehension strategies: clarify, monitor and summarise, select and retrieve, respond and explain inference, language for effect and themes and conventions. Children respond to the text using a range of ideas and create reading journal pages which are recorded as part of their learning quest. Fluency and prosody are taught as part of word reading –as a class, a group and to individuals. Children in Key Stage One, children who receive SEND support for reading and vulnerable children are heard read on an individual basis at least weekly. 


	Spelling
Spelling is taught consistently throughout the school. In Reception and Year One, and for those pupils who require additional support in Year Two, spelling instruction is delivered through the ELS Phonics programme. From Year Two onwards, all pupils follow a consistent spelling scheme using Spelling Shed. Spelling is taught discretely three times per week from this stage.
In addition, pupils are expected to learn the Common Exception Words and Statutory Words appropriate to their year group. This is supported through planned opportunities for the explicit teaching and application of vocabulary that aligns with each Learning Quest.

	Cross-curricular
Opportunities for pupils to make schematic links to English skills across the curriculum are regularly planned for.  
Reading underpins learning in every subject and teachers take every opportunity to provide opportunities for reading at length in the wider curriculum; other curriculum subject leaders are encouraged to share what reading looks like in their subjects. Opportunities for children to apply reading skills are embedded into each learning quest. For example, using inference skills in a historical enquiry.
Children undertake at least one piece of extended cross-curricular writing each week; this is shared across all subjects, so children think about the appropriate literacy skills for the given purpose. Writing of all types is celebrated, whether it is labelling a diagram, creating a flow chart or writing a short diary entry as a character. Each year group has Writing essentials which are the minimum expectations they need to be using and applying in each and every piece of writing they do.




	Curriculum IMPACT

	As a result we are building a community of enthusiastic readers and writers who enjoy showcasing their developing English knowledge and skills. They are confident to take risks in their reading and writing in English and across the wider curriculum. They enjoy discussing and sharing their ideas. 
Our attainment at the end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2 is above that of both Hampshire (LA) and above national average. 
Governors, through the Governor Monitoring Plan and Subject Leader Reports, evaluate the work of subject leaders in ensuring that the quality of teaching and learning across the school is at least good. They ensure that pupils are ready for transition to secondary school and are equipped with the skills to flourish and succeed as caring individuals.
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