St Alban’s CE Primary School Aspirations for EYFS School Year 2025-2026

Our core values of Love, Courage and Fellowship are central to all aspects of our curriculum and permeate through our daily lives here at St Alban’s. We focus on understanding how these are played out in fiction, in history, in our society and try to understand how these have impacted or will impact on people’s lives. We want our Early Years curriculum to prepare our children for their time at St Alban’s and for our children to achieve happiness and success. 
	Aspiration for cohort

	To be able to use rich and diverse vocabulary and tell a story using a range of resources

	It is important at each milestone for practitioners to reflect on the different rates children are developing and adjust their practice accordingly. Three Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning are:
Playing and Exploring: children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
Active Learning: children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
Creating and thinking critically: children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies to doing things. 
Coverage of EYFS Areas:
 CL, Lit, EAD,PSED,UTW

	Milestone
	What we will observe…
	Environment Enhancements

	Milestone 1
November 2025
Key Texts(excluding those discovered on the journey or brought in by the children):
Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? – Bill Martin Jr
You Choose – Nick Sharratt
Three Billy Goats Gruff
The Three Little Pigs
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen
Diverse and Inclusive Stories
Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne – 
So Much by Trish Cooke – 
Luna Loves Library Day by Joseph Coelho
Natsumi! by Susan Lendroth 
Non-fiction animal picture books.
Non fiction texts from library
	· Children show curiosity about stories, describing characters and settings using simple vocabulary
· Begin to retell familiar stories through pictures, props or role play
· Engage in early conversations about what happens in a story and predicting outcomes.
Key Vocab: 
Story, Character, Setting, Beginning, Middle, End, Describe, Say, Listen, Talk
	· Story corner with puppets and prop
·  picture sequencing cards
· role play corner with themed storytelling props
· sound and word games
· vocabulary display with words from stories and discussions
· Hot seat characters and make speech bubbles and thought bubbles 
· Library visit every Thursday – enhance with different story telling activities, including Throw the Story and props box
· Watch short, age-appropriate animations (e.g. Pixar Shorts, The Gruffalo, Room on the Broom) and discuss characters, settings, and feelings.
·  Story baskets with props linked to familiar stories (e.g. Goldilocks, Three Little Pigs).
· Tuff tray storytelling using small world figures, natural materials, and themed backdrops.
· Cardboard box TVs where children "present" what they’ve seen or imagined, practicing oral storytelling.
· Interactive story sessions using sensory elements (e.g. water spray for rain, fabric for cloaks).
· Puppet theatre corner with hand/finger puppets and familiar characters.


	Milestone 2
February 2026
Key Texts
We're Going on a Bear Hunt – Michael Rosen
Whatever Next! – Jill Murphy
The Gruffalo – Julia Donaldson
Jack and the Beanstalk 
The Gingerbread Man 
The Little Red Hen 
Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins 
Diverse and Inclusive Stories
Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica Love 
Zahra by Luciana de Luca 
Milo Imagines the World by Matt de la Peña 
Non-fiction books about journeys and imagination.
Non fiction texts from library
	· Children join in with repetitive phrases, retelling familiar stories using props or story maps
· Experiment with new vocabulary from stories during play
· Begin to create their own simple narratives verbally or through drawings.
Key Vocabulary:
Bear, Hunt, Forest, River, Mud, Chase, Story, Adventure, Imagine, Journey, Map, Retell


	· Outdoor storytelling trail
·  role play with journey-based props
· small world play scenes
· recording devices for children to tell stories aloud
· display of story maps and children’s own narratives
· Teacher in role visits and activities linked to stories
· iPad recordings where children act out or retell stories they’ve created or heard.
·  Shadow puppetry using a torch and screen to explore visual storytelling.
· Create your own book station: blank mini-books with crayons/stamps/stickers for drawing and dictating stories.
· Role play area refresh as a storyland (can be linked to current focus texts: castles, outer space, etc.).
·  Music & soundscapes: children use instruments or objects to create soundtracks for a story or mood (e.g. stormy forest, quiet bedtime tale).


	Milestone 3
April 2026
Rosie’s Walk – Pat Hutchins
Not a Box – Antoinette Portis
 The Three Little Pigs 
 Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
The Tiger Who Came to Tea by Judith Kerr
Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson
The Owl and the Pussycat by Edward Lear 
Diverse and Inclusive Stories
The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad 
Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o 
Grandad’s Island by Benji Davies 
The Caiman by María Eugenia Manrique 
Non fiction texts from library

	· Children sequence events in stories and using language to connect ideas
· Experiment with story structure through role play and small world scenes
· Use a wider range of descriptive and expressive vocabulary when describing actions and emotions.


Key Vocabulary:
Sequence, Next, After, Before, Build, Create, Plan, Describe, Feeling, Problem, Solution, End


	· Construction zone for story-building
·  puppet theatre
· loose parts for storytelling
· story cubes and word prompts
·  small world areas linked to key texts.
· Group storytelling projects: co-writing and performing a simple play or story sequence.
· Outdoor storytelling trail: natural spaces set up with story clues or characters (e.g. “Who lives in this den?”).
· Cardboard stage area with costumes and props, encouraging small group performances.
·  Story dice or story stones: children roll or choose and create their own tales.
· Storytelling with loose parts (buttons, scarves, pebbles) to represent characters and actions.


	End of Year
June 2026
Where the Wild Things Are – Maurice Sendak
How to Catch a Star – Oliver Jeffers
Tell Me a Dragon – Jackie Morris
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister 
Little Red Riding Hood 
The Enormous Turnip – 
Diverse and Inclusive Stories
The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas 
How to Catch a Star by Oliver Jeffers  
Binny’s Diwali by Thrity Umrigar 
Children’s own storybooks and oral storytelling sessions.
Non-fiction texts from library
	· Children confidently create and retell their own stories with clear structure and expressive vocabulary.
· Using descriptive language, dialogue, and sequencing words. 
· Combining spoken storytelling with drawings, writing, and digital resources.
Key Vocabulary: 
Storyteller, Describe, Sequence, Dialogue, Expression, Emotion, Plan, Illustrate, Beginning, Middle, End
	· Storytelling stage area
· writing and illustration station
· digital storytelling apps
· props and costumes
· display of children’s authored books and story recordings
·  Independent story stations where children freely choose media (puppets, books, iPads, art materials) to create and tell stories.
· Open-ended theatre zone: children build their own sets using boxes, fabric, recycled materials.
· Film your own story” area with tripods/tablets and microphones.
· Story festivals/showcase: children present their stories (recorded, acted out, or drawn) to peers or parents.
· Create a class picture book, with each child contributing a scene or page.

	Preparing for Year 1
	Talk confidently about stories they have read or created, describing characters, settings and events with rich and precise vocabulary.

Use story language to sequence ideas and retell narratives with a clear beginning, middle and end.

Collaborate in storytelling through role play, puppetry, and small world activities, using imagination to extend narratives.

Begin to record stories through early writing, illustrations, and use of digital storytelling tools.

Show curiosity about new words, exploring meanings and using them appropriately in speech and writing.




