St Alban’s CE Primary School Aspirations for EYFS School Year 2025-2026

Our core values of Love, Courage and Fellowship are central to all aspects of our curriculum and permeate through our daily lives here at St Alban’s. We focus on understanding how these are played out in fiction, in history, in our society and try to understand how these have impacted or will impact on people’s lives. We want our Early Years curriculum to prepare our children for their time at St Alban’s and for our children to achieve happiness and success. 
	Aspiration for cohort
Settle in, become a confident learner and member of my school community and wider community and be able to communication their needs clearly.
	To Feel Confident about how I Fit into my Community as a Unique Child

	It is important at each milestone for practitioners to reflect on the different rates children are developing and adjust their practice accordingly. Three Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning are:
Playing and Exploring: children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
Active Learning: children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
Creating and thinking critically: children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies to doing things. 
Coverage of EYFS Areas:
PSED, UTW, CL, Lit


	Milestone
	What we will observe…
	Environment Enhancements

	Milestone 1
November 2025

Key Texts:
Elmer by David McKee
Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae
Marvelous Me: Inside and Out by Lisa Bullard
I Like Myself! by Karen Beaumont
The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric Carle

Guess How Much I Love You – Sam McBratney.
Diverse Stories
 So Much – Trish Cooke
.
4. All Are Welcome – Alexandra Penfold
Non fiction texts from library


	· Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns
· Use talk to organise themselves and their play
· Understand gradually how others might be feeling
· Talk about their feelings, using words such as: “happy”, “sad”, “angry” or “worried”
· Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of the school community
· Increasingly follow rules with support and guidance, understanding why they are important
· Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.

Key Vocab:
Me You Friend Family Teacher School Help  Share  Kind
Happy Sad

	· Introduce puzzles and games with the children e.g. snakes and ladders, to encourage turn taking.

· Use Mr Men stories to collaboratively create our Class Golden Rules

· Create own Mr Men – Sometimes I am Little Miss….Mr…


· Begin Bucket Time
· Family photo display or “All About Me” wall showing children’s homes, pets, and favourite things.
· Cosy, inclusive spaces with mirrors and name labels at child height.
· Books and resources reflecting diverse families, cultures, and abilities.
· Visual timetables and calm areas to support emotional regulation.
· “Getting to Know You” small group sessions (e.g. name games, sharing a special object).
· Feelings and identity circle times using mirrors and emotion cards.

· Story times focused on diversity and self-esteem (e.g. Elmer, It’s OK to Be Different).

· Introduction to self-portraits using mirrors and basic art materials.

· Children choose materials to represent themselves in “All About Me” collages.

· Free play in role-play area themed around family life.

· Opportunities to share personal stories or photos during play.

· Exploring mark making to express identity (writing own name, favourite colours).

· Write letters and invite our grown ups and buddies to see our Nativity

· Add Christmas tree, decorations, calendar to home corner

· Autumn 1 festivals – Bonfire Night, Diwali, Christmas, 
Spring 1 festivals – New Year, Lunar New Year

· Add festival books to book nook


	Milestone 2
February 2026
Key Texts:
Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty
Try Again, Hen! by Mary Packard
Our Class is a Family by Shannon Olsen
This Is Our House by Michael Rosen
Peace at Last – Jill Murphy

Dogger – Shirley Hughes
Diverse Stories
3. Mama, Do You Love Me? – Barbara M. Joosse

4. The Proudest Blue – Ibtihaj Muhammad & S.K. Ali

Non fiction texts from library
	· Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using respectful words as well as actions
· Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.
· Develop appropriate ways of being assertive
· Talk with others to solve conflict
· Increasingly follow rules independently, understanding why they are important 
· Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways
· Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.
Key Vocab: 
Try Play Work Home
Special Different Same Belong Care Respect Fair

	· Walk to church to begin the link with the Help the Aged group – reading and singing together, sharing news, inviting them to join in various activities at school
· Begin to spend more time with Year 6 Buddies and form positive relationships through collaborative projects.
· PSED books in magazine rack in the book nook for children to read
· Me’s and familiar building blocks to create small world play based on self and community
· Add “My Voice” wall for children’s ideas, quotes, or questions.
· Extend creative areas with open-ended materials to support expression.
· Display children’s work with captions dictated by them.
· Provide materials representing different languages and scripts.

· Small-group projects where children make choices (e.g. building models, storytelling).
· Role-play based on children’s ideas (e.g. shops, superheroes, transport).
· Music and movement sessions focusing on self-expression.
· Introduce “kindness buddies” or “helping hands” activities to foster empathy.
· Encourage children to plan parts of their day (selecting activities or materials).
· Independent storytelling using props, puppets, or small world figures.
· Child-led dance or music performances.
· Exploring identity through different art media (clay, collage, painting).


	Milestone 3
April 2026
Welcome to Our World: A Celebration of Children Everywhere! by Moira Butterfield
We Are All Neighbours by Alexandra
Whose Hands Are These?by Miranda Paul Penfold
The Little Red Hen
The Ugly Duckling – Hans Christian Andersen

Diverse Stories
3. Julian Is a Mermaid – Jessica Love

4. It’s Okay to Be Different – Todd Parr
Non fiction texts from library
	· Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries
· Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others 
· Show resilience and perseverance in the face of a challenge
· Show sensitivity to their own and others’ needs

Key Vocab:
Feelings Listen Learn Safe Team Choice Rules Community Together Unique Individual


	· Work with perseverance and resilience on self-initiated activities
· Create a display of shiny scales showing our promises of love and respect
· Walk to Garden centre to explore plants and shop and café and note local landmarks on way.
· Create a “We Belong” map or world display showing children’s family connections.
· Add multicultural role-play resources (foods, fabrics, utensils).
· Invite contributions from families (recipes, songs, stories).
· Outdoor environment reflects inclusivity (signs in multiple languages, diverse dolls).
· Celebrations of cultural festivals (e.g. Lunar New Year, Eid, Easter, Holi).
· Group storytelling featuring traditions from home.
· “Our Community” walks or photo hunts to spot familiar places.
· Children choose which celebrations or family traditions to share.
· Pretend play inspired by their own cultural experiences.
· Making friendship bracelets, cards, or collaborative art pieces.


	End of Year
June 2026
Key Texts:
A Chair for My Mother" by Vera B. Williams
"Our Class is a Family" by Shannon Olsen
"The Magical Yet" by Angela DiTerlizzi
Winnie-the-Pooh – A.A. Milne

The Rainbow Fish – Marcus Pfister

Diverse Stories
Handa’s Surprise – Eileen Browne.

Sulwe – Lupita Nyong’o
Non fiction texts from library
	· Think about the perspectives of others
· Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally
· See themselves as a valuable individual
· Build constructive and respectful relationships
Key Vocab:
Confidence Responsibility Resilience  Equality Inclusion  Contribution Participation  Identity Culture Acceptance Collaboration

	· Staunton Fram trip and walk back to school past community landmarks
· End of year celebration – children write invitations for parents to come for a Stay and Play and Show session in class - , make cakes/decorations/create a list of things we need – share among the children

· Read and write about The Very Hungry Caterpillar, discuss life cycles and link to our next stage – Year 1!
· Discover the egg and care for and nurture it.
· I Can…” wall celebrating individual milestones and personal bests.
· Memory and reflection spaces (e.g. “My Learning Journey” display).
· Outdoor area for big creative projects (murals, collaborative builds).
· Reflection sessions: talking about “what I’ve learned about me.”
· Create personal learning journals or “My Story” books.
· Transition workshops with role-play of new routines in Year 1.
· Celebration events (e.g. achievement assemblies, art exhibitions).
· Children choose what they’re proud of to display or share.
· Inventing their own stories, performances, or games.
· Creating memory boxes or portfolios of favourite moments.
· Exploring “what I want to be” through imaginative play.


	Preparing for Year 1
	· Develop understanding that we all have different opinions and that’s ok.
· Using language to disagree in a positive manner.
· Show fellowship with one another in group activities.



