St Alban’s CE Primary School Aspirations for EYFS School Year 2025-2026

Our core values of Love, Courage and Fellowship are central to all aspects of our curriculum and permeate through our daily lives here at St Alban’s. We focus on understanding how these are played out in fiction, in history, in our society and try to understand how these have impacted or will impact on people’s lives. We want our Early Years curriculum to prepare our children for their time at St Alban’s and for our children to achieve happiness and success. 
	Aspiration for cohort

	To begin recognising their place in the world and to take responsibility for the shared environment. It aims to cultivate kindness, wonder, and care for living things and the Earth

	It is important at each milestone for practitioners to reflect on the different rates children are developing and adjust their practice accordingly. Three Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning are:
Playing and Exploring: children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
Active Learning: children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
Creating and thinking critically: children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies to doing things. 
Coverage of EYFS Areas:
CL, PSED, PD, Lit, Maths,EAD


	Milestone
	What we will observe…
	Environment Enhancements

	Milestone 1
November 2025

Key Texts(excluding those discovered on the journey or brought in by the children):

The Gruffalo – Julia Donaldson
Stanley’s Stick – John Hegley
Over in the Meadow - Jack Keats
The Tiny Seed – Eric Carle
Percy the Parkeeper – Nick Butterworth
Diverse Texts
Over in the Meadow – Ezra Jack Keats

A Seed Is Sleepy – Dianna Hutts Aston

Non fiction texts from library
	· Notice seasonal changes and talk about what they see
· Begin to show curiosity about plants, insects and animals
· Explore the outdoor environment with increasing independence
· Use simple vocabulary to describe natural objects (e.g. rough, smooth, shiny, prickly)
· Understand that living things need care and attention
Key Vocabulary:
Tree Flower Bug Bird Water Earth  Sky Sun Rain Bin Clean  Share Kind Help  Care
	· Create a class nature table: children contribute leaves, acorns, feathers, stones
· Read books like Leaf Man and Percy the Park Keeper
· Add magnifying glasses, bug viewers and nature clipboards to the outdoor area
· Begin weekly "Welly Walk" outdoor learning sessions
·  Introduce compost bin for snack leftovers – model sorting compostables
· Plant bulbs to care for through the winter and observe changes
· Begin a photo timeline of key area of the field, showing how they change over the seasons and note children’s responses to this


	Milestone 2
February 2026

Key Texts

The Leaf Man – Lois Elhert
I am a Tree – Deborah Hodge
Somebody swallowed Stanley- Sarah Roberts
Michael Recycle – Ellie Bethel
We’re Goin on a Bear Hunt – Michael Rosen
The Little Red Hen – Traditional Tale

Diverse Stories
10 Things I Can Do to Help My World – Melanie Walsh

3. Compost Stew: An A to Z Recipe for the Earth – Mary McKenna Siddals

Non fiction texts from library
	· Begin to sort and recycle waste with support
· Take part in planting and watering tasks
·  Talk about why we need to take care of the Earth
· Respond to stories and discussions about pollution, waste, or animal care
· Start noticing the impact of weather and seasons on the environment
Key vocabulary:
Nature  Environment  Recycle Litter Habitat Weather Seasons Respect Grow
	· Read Somebody Swallowed Stanley and Michael Recycle
· Introduce child-friendly recycling station with labelled bins
·  Visit a local green space or woodland to observe wildlife
·  Make bird feeders and hang them in the outdoor area
·   Add gardening tools, gloves, and watering cans to role play and mud kitchen areas
· Introduce nature-themed songs and rhymes


	Milestone 3
April 2026

The Curious Garden – Peter Brown
How to Catch a Star  - Oliver Jeffers
A Walk in the Forest  - Maria Bec
The Tale of Peter Rabbit – Beatrix Potter

Diverse Stories
 The Curious Garden – Peter Brown

Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai and the Trees of Kenya – Donna Jo Napoli
Non fiction texts from library


	· Suggest ideas to improve or care for the school environment
· Show sustained interest in growing, observing and recording plants
· Use respectful hands and actions around insects and wildlife
·  Begin to understand how their actions affect the planet
·  Demonstrate persistence in longer-term outdoor projects
Key Vocabulary:
Protect Wild Garden Creature Explore Responsible
Sustainability Pollution

	· Create a small vegetable patch or container garden with the children
· Make a “Minibeast Hotel” using natural materials
·  Use The Tiny Seed (Eric Carle) to talk about growth, life cycles and care
· Make weather diaries and nature journals
· Display nature photographs taken by the children on a “Wonder Wall”
·  Begin a simple project to reduce plastic waste at snack time


	End of Year
June 2026

Chickens aren’t the only ones – Ruth Heller
An Egg is Quiet – Diane Aston
The Earth and I – Frank Asch
The Gruffalo – Julia Donaldson

Diverse Stories
One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling Women of Gambia – Miranda Paul

We Are Water Protectors – Carole Lindstrom


Non-fiction texts from library
	· Show care and concern for living things and the environment
·  Share their knowledge about plants, animals and sustainability with others
·  Work cooperatively on a shared environmental project
·  Reflect on how they have grown as caretakers of the natural world
· Make links between their environment and wider concepts (e.g. oceans, rainforests)
Key Vocabulary:
Climate Conservation Biodiversity Stewardship Ecosystem  Impact Reduce Reuse  Compost
	· Display their planting, artwork and photos of outdoor learning
· Sing and perform songs about the Earth (Find a Little Seed etc) at the End or Year R celebration to Parents
· Release butterflies and visit a farm
· Begin preparing children for how they can continue being eco-stewards in Year 1


	Preparing for Year 1
	· Talk confidently about ways to help care for the environment at school and at home – including reducing waste, recycling, and looking after living things.
· Use descriptive and topic-specific vocabulary when exploring nature – such as habitat, life cycle, climate, pollution, environment, and seasons.
· Work collaboratively on a simple environmental project – demonstrating perseverance, planning, and reflection, ready to build on these skills in Year 1 topic-based learning.




