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Definition
St Alban’s School is a Christian Church of England Foundation School and the religious education (RE) offered to its pupils reflects Christian values.  The purpose of RE is to support the development of children’s own values and contribute to their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

This entails enabling them to interpret and respond to a variety of concepts both within their own and other’s cultural, religious and life experiences.  This takes the form of encountering religious stories, festivals, artefacts, places of worship, rituals and beliefs.

Aims
· To provide a wide range of encounters with religion which will help children to form a view of the world that they can apply to their own experiences.

· To encourage and develop children’s interest and opinions about simple concepts that are common to themselves and religions, so that they are enabled to understand, recognise and express their own values and beliefs.

· To enable children to consider the effects religion has on people’s lives.

· Prepare children for life in modern Britain

Principles for Teaching and Learning RE
The Education Reform Act 1988 states that ‘the curriculum for every maintained school shall comprise a basic curriculum which includes the provision for RE for all registered pupils at the school’.

RE is taught in accordance with the legal requirements of the agreed syllabus for Hampshire, Portsmouth, Southampton and the Isle of Wight – ‘Living Difference IV’ (November 2021). 
Allocated time for taught RE:

· 36 hours per year in EYFS and KS1. 

· 45 hours in KS2. 

As a Church of England school, a ratio of two thirds taught RE reflects Christianity.   The remaining third is dedicated to other religions:
· EYFS and KS1 – Judaism

· Year 3 and 4 – Hinduism 

· Year 5 and 6 - Islam

Parents have the right to withdraw their child/children from parts of, or all of taught RE lessons.  However, it is hoped that any parent wishing to do this will first discuss the matter with the Headteacher in order that the practical implications and reasons for withdrawal are fully explored.

Teaching RE
A long term map shows 6 units (one each half term) for all year groups. The teaching of RE is blocked to enable a clear and concise focus on the concept being explored. Medium term plans are based on the County syllabus using the cycle of enquiry approach.  Teachers are responsible for producing these with the RE manager keeping an overview to ensure continuity and progression. 
A variety of teaching strategies are used to engage pupils in RE with links to other areas of the curriculum where appropriate:
· Reflection and discussion e.g. P4C
· Story (religious and secular)

· Personal experience

· Videos 

· Drama and role play

· Exploration of religious artefacts 

· Visits to special places of worship.

· Celebration of religious practice (Christian).  This could include the making and tasting of special foods, learning of special songs and dances, carrying out specific rituals.
· A mix of whole class, group and individual approaches.

· Mixed ability groups with tasks appropriate for children’s ages and abilities.

The school has close links with local churches and clergy visit the school on a regular basis to conduct acts of worship.  Other outside visitors from different cultures also contribute to the RE curriculum.

When planning and delivering the RE curriculum, reference is made to ensure that the Health and Safety, Teaching and Learning and Collective Worship policies are referred to when it is appropriate to do so.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development through RE

Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We aim to develop children’s understanding of spirituality through exploring the mysteries of life and how these guide and connect us to each other, the world and beyond.  We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping children to build a sense of identity and the ability to participate fully and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. Children explore issues of religious faith and values, and through this they have the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives.

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship

Through our religious education lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. We also teach respect for others and the need for personal responsibility in order to promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy.  By promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable children to appreciate what it means to be members of our society who can make a positive contribution.
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion
The teaching of RE is planned with due regard to the school’s policy for Equal Opportunities.   Children with special educational needs and children who show particular ability in this area receive support from the class teacher and teaching assistant to undertake work which is planned accordingly
In preparing children to engage positively in modern Britain, a diverse and rich multi-cultural, multi-racial society, we encourage and actively promote the respect and understanding of other religions and cultures.   We teach children to follow Jesus’ example to love others, regardless of race, culture or background and expectations for all members of the school community in this are very high. The school will respect faith traditions of all children attending the school.
Assessment, Recording and Reporting
Assessment of RE is based on the cycle of enquiry with a stage of the enquiry process being focused on each half term. This is tracked using the Sims assessment framework.  Pupils record all RE work in a journal that moves with them as they progress through the school. The learning journey that this creates provides children with opportunities to continually reflect on their learning and engagement with RE. Children’s progress in RE is reported to parents annually against age-related expectations from the county syllabus.
Resources
‘Understanding Christianity’ is a substantial resource to support the teaching of Christianity. It enables teachers to support pupils in developing their own thinking and understanding of Christianity, within the context of the world and their own experience within it. Detailed units of work, based on 8 key concepts aim to demonstrate a narrative of Christian theology.  Recommended by the Church of England and the local Diocese, it is anticipated that Understanding Christianity will become the primary resource for delivering the county syllabus over the next 3-4 years. 
A range of practical resources are available to enrich the RE curriculum, including posters, videos, artefacts, books and websites.  Resources are extended and replaced by the RE Manager according to the allocated budget and in response to staff requests.  Specific topic boxes can be hired from the RE Centre for a period of three weeks at a time where useful. 
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