
St Alban’s CE Aided Primary

Phonics and reading in the 
Early Years Foundation Stage







End of Early Years….
Word Reading  - Early Learning Goal.

Children at the expected level of development will: - 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 

knowledge, including some common exception words. 

Comprehension – Early Learning Goal
Children at the expected level of development will: - 
• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling 

stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary; - 

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; - 
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions 

about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 



Government update.

• Schools must use a systematic synthetic phonics 
programme that has been validated by the DfE

• Our chosen programme - Essential letters and sounds

• Must meet 16 essential criteria



How do we teach phonics at St Alban’s?



• Pure sounds must be used when we are 
pronouncing the sounds and supporting 
children in reading words. 

• Mispronunciation of the sounds will make 
reading harder for children.

Pronunciation is paramount

https://vimeo.com/641445921/9382cf6db0

https://vimeo.com/642342878/59d233684c

https://vimeo.com/641445921/9382cf6db0
https://vimeo.com/642342878/59d233684c


http://www.focusonphonics.co.uk/sound.htm

http://www.focusonphonics.co.uk/sound.htm


How to blend words for reading



Progression in teaching phonics
Essential Letters and Sounds teaches children to read by identifying the 
phonemes (smallest unit of sound) and graphemes (written version of 
the sound) within words and using these to read words.









Daily lesson – 
twice!
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Harder to read and spell words

• Sounds do not match 
• Need to recognise at speed
• Commonly occurring

60 words



Continuous Provision











Bringing books home!

• One book, changed each Monday

• Matched to current phonic knowledge

• ‘Colour bands’ or other levelling indicators not 
relevant at this stage of reading development.



One book!? The re-read principle
• The more we engage with a story, the more we take away from it. It’s 

why as adults we choose to re-read classics and favourites

• When children listen to the same story multiple times, they pick up 
new information, dive deeper into the meaning and make connections 
between themselves and the book – as well as between the book and 
other books they’ve heard.

• At the end of Key Stage 1 , to achieve age-related expectations, 
children need to read fluently at 90 words per minute.

• Fluency is defined as the ability to read with speed, accuracy, 
and proper expression. In order to understand what they read, 
children must be able to read fluently whether they are reading 

aloud or silently. When reading aloud, fluent readers read in 
phrases and add intonation appropriately.



What does this mean for early reading?

We ask that children practise reading their book 
a minimum of  3 times across the week working 
on these skills:
• Decoding
• Fluency 
• Comprehension
• Expression

Children need to create a strong orthographic map.



Focus Detail

First read Decoding
• Applying known and taught phonics/harder to read 

words

Second read Fluency 

• A chance to read again. More reading by sight and less 

reliance on decoding and blending

• Pace of reading, appropriate phrasing, intonation and 

expression
• Adult can model fluency and children ‘echo read’ – so 

they know what this sounds like

Third read Comprehension
• Demonstrating understanding of what has been read 

through questioning/discussion about events/characters

Further 

reads
Expression

• Are additional reads needed to achieve fluency and 

comprehension?

Focus for each read

Look like you are enjoying it!!!



The next two weeks!

• Children are learning their first sounds
• They will immediately begin to practise blending

Until they are ready to begin bringing home a 
decodable book, children will have:
• Wordless picture books to encourage story telling
• Picture books for sharing to develop a love of 

reading – modelled by you!
• A weekly library book (Wednesdays)  - fiction or 

non fiction, own interests and choices



Thank you!

• Thank you for showing your enthusiasm for 
your child’s learning by coming our 
presentation.

• We look forward to working together to 
provide the best learning for your child
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