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HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER TO PARENTS





NO 8
4 June 2009
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We have now started the last half of this academic year and as usual it will be a busy time for the children.  I hope the warm, sunny weather is here to stay so that they can continue to enjoy playing on the field and other outdoor activities.       

HATS, SUNCREAM & WATER BOTTLES
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Just another reminder that the children need to remember to bring a named water bottle in daily.  
[image: image4.wmf]School hats are also essential and are available from the school office.  A “beanie” style, smaller hat for the younger children in Reception and Year 1 is available.  Please do not send your child in a different hat, as these do not comply with our uniform policy.

On sunny days, children may bring sun cream into school to protect them during break times.  Bottles or containers should be named and older children should able to apply the cream themselves.
[image: image5.wmf]PE KITS
Fine weather brings lots of fun, athletics, rounders and cricket on the school field.  It will not be long before heats are held for Sports Day, so please check that your child’s PE kit and plimsolls fit and that they have them at school every day.  Last year, there were some disappointed children who missed out on the races they wanted to take part in because they did not have their kit with them on the day the heats were held.  
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This year, St Alban’s Day falls on Friday 22 June and the children will be celebrating with a special assembly.  Traditionally, children wear something red on the day.   Boys can wear red socks or a red handkerchief in their shirt pocket and girls can wear red ribbons in their hair, red sash or a piece of ribbon pinned onto their jumper or shirt.  Please support one of our very own traditions.

HOME SCHOOL ASSOCIATION  (HSA)
Some of our very generous and time-giving parents will be leaving the HSA when their children move on and we now need some “new blood!”

The HSA is not just about fundraising, but about fellowship amongst our parents and we would love to have new volunteers and new ideas, particularly from KS1 parents.  If you would like to help with this important part of our school community, please see Kate Hudson or leave your details with the school office.
The children really do benefit from events such as film nights, parties and the Summer Fair and it adds an extra dimension to their time at St Alban’s.

The next HSA Meeting will be held on Friday 12 June at 12.45pm.
SPORTS DAY AND SUMMER FAIR
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As you are aware, Friday 26 June is our Sports Day and Summer Fair.  Times for the day are as follows:

Infant Sports:
10.45-11.30am

H.S.A. Fair:

11.30am-1.00pm

Junior Sports:
1.15-3.30pm

The Junior Playground will be open for parking from 10.20am.  Please park here and not on Littlegreen Avenue.  
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If any parents are able to help at 8.00am on the day, please let the school office know.

The children will have their lunch at midday and we hope as many parents as possible will join them for lunch on the field.  The dinner staff will ensure that any children who are not with parents are looked after.  

[image: image9.wmf]The kitchen can provide children with a packed lunch at a cost of £2.00; this will consist of pizza with a portion of salad followed by fruit and a dessert.  These can be ordered in the morning.  

Children may bring money to school for the Fair in a named purse, please.

During the afternoon, the children have been told that they must stay on their side of the track and not go to their parents.  All KS2 children must return to their classrooms and change before being dismissed by the class teacher.  This is to ensure the safety of the children.

[image: image10.wmf]SPARE GLASSES
Do you have any old glasses at home that you could donate to the school?  From time to time the children lose a screw or other small part from their glasses and it would be useful to have a stock of “spares” at school.  Thank you.
LOCAL SPORTING EVENTS
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Charity Run 

On 10 June, the 12th Hayling Billy 5 and Junior Run will take place to help raise money for the Rainbow Centre in Fareham which supports children with Cerebal Palsy.  There are races for different age groups from 8 years to adult and application forms are available from the school office.
StreetSport
During August, StreetSport will be one of the “Community Matters” charities in Waitrose.  This organisation is part of the Guinness Hermitage company that have carried out several projects with the school and local community.  You can start collecting the green ‘tiddlywink’ when shopping at Waitrose and wait until August to put in the StreetSport box.
KS1 GATE
Please can parents move away and keep the KS1 gate area and pavement clear once they have dropped their children off in the morning.  Some parents are finding it difficult to get to the gate without having to walk on the road or grass verge.  Thank you.
VOUCHERS
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Some of the supermarket voucher schemes are coming to an end, so please send in any Tesco or Sainsbury vouchers you have at home as soon as possible.  Many thanks to all those who have sent in the Nestle Box Tops.  Mrs Welton has recently ordered 25 beautiful books for the school library and children’s classrooms.

JOLLY JAM JAR DAY
Don’t forget that Thursday 25 June will be a non-uniform day and children should bring in a filled jam jar for the Summer Fair.
[image: image13.wmf]ATTENDANCE
As usual, during the summer term, we have to submit our annual attendance figures to Hampshire County Council and the DCSF and whilst in general our attendance statistics are good compared to some other schools, there are still some families who take holidays during term time and keep children at home when they feel “under the weather”.  This year on each child’s Annual Reports, we will include an attendance percentage as well as the number of absences for the year.  On the reverse of this newsletter is a list of Frequently Asked Questions which helps explain attendance requirements.
COLLECTING CHILDREN
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I would like to remind parents that the school finishes at 3.30pm and children should be collected at this time unless they are attending an after-school club or TASK; an increasing number of children are having to wait at the school office for their parents who are running late.  Obviously in exceptional circumstances we are able to keep children at school until alternative arrangements can be made, but please make sure you telephone the school office to let them know if this is the case.  
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I would also like to stress the importance of informing the school if someone different is collecting your child or if they are going home with someone else.  Children can sometimes forget by the end of the day what the arrangements are and as a Child Protection Officer and custodian for the children, I need to be sure that the children are safe at the end of the school day.
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On Friday 3 July, the kitchen will be cooking an American themed lunch.  The menu will be a burger (beef or quorn) and fries followed by a cookie or fruit.  If you would like your child to have this lunch, please send in £2.00 in a named envelope to the school office.

PICNIC BENCHES
Following the Healthy Schools Questionnaire, the school has purchased eight new picnic benches for the children to use at lunchtimes.  These will be arriving in June and we would like to ask any “strong” volunteers to come into school to help install them on the playgrounds and field as soon as possible so that they children can use them this year.  If you can help with this, please let the school office know.  Many thanks.
DATES FOR THE DIARY
Fri 12 June
HSA meeting at 2.45pm

Thurs 18 June
School closed for INSET day

Thurs 25 June
Non-uniform Day

Fri 26 June
Sports Day and Summer Fair

Thurs 9 July
KS2 Concert (afternoon)

Fri 10 July
KS2 Concert (evening)

Thurs 16 July
Open Evening

Fri 17 July
50th Anniversary Summer Ball

Tues 21 July
End of Term Eucharist


Last Day of Term

Wed 22 July
Staff Training Day

Thurs 3 Sept
Staff Training Day

Fri 4 Sept
Staff Training Day

Mon 7 Sept
Children return to school

 With best wishes
St. Alban’s C of E Primary School
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