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HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER TO PARENTS





NO 3
11 February 2009
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It seems we have seen the last of the snow for the time being, but I would like to say thank you and well done to everyone for their support last week during the bad weather.  The children behaved very well and had great fun on the field with snowball fights and snowman building competitions.    
PARENT GOVERNORS
[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]There are currently two vacant positions for parents to join our hardworking Governing Body.  One of our existing Parent Governors would like to keep her position, so we are looking to fill the other vacancy.  Parent Governors play a vital role in ensuring that the Governing Body is aware of the views of parents and the local community and they are welcomed as valued members of the team.  Parents who are interested are welcome to arrange an informal chat with our Chairman of Governors, Mr Alan Welton or myself find out more about the role and the responsibilities.  Please arrange this through the school office.  There is also a highly informative Governors’ website www.governornet.co.uk which may be useful.  If you decide you would like to offer your services, application forms are available from the school office and will need to be returned to school by noon on Friday 27 February.  If more than one parent applies then a postal election involving all parents will be held.  I will keep you informed of the situation after the closing date for nominations.
CAROLINE HOWARD
Caroline Howard, from the Havant Health Team will be visiting again on Monday 23 February from 1.00-3.00pm.  Parents can request an appointment in advance via the school office.  Caroline can help with concerns about sleeping, eating, behaviour, anxiety and anger management.  All meetings will be conducted with strict confidentiality.  
CONFIDENT PARENTS COURSE
We have received information regarding a ‘Confident Parents, Confident Kids’ course running for 8 weeks from 2 June in Emsworth.  This is a free course that offers advice on reducing difficult behaviour, support on how and when to use praise and rewards and how to effectively manage challenging behaviour.  It is also an opportunity to meet other parents and generally gain confidence in parenting.  The course is aimed at parents who have children under the age of 8 and a free crèche is provided.  If you would like more information on this course, please contact the school office.
YEAR 2 VISIT TO ST ALBAN’S CHURCH
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The Year 2 trip to St Alban’s Church which was postponed due to the snow last week, will now take place on Tuesday 24 February.
ATTENDANCE
Children who succeed at school both socially and academically are most definitely the ones with the highest attendance.  This has been proven through national research but is borne out to a lesser extent by the children at St Alban’s.  If parents make being at school a priority, this will influence how a child perceives school.  At the moment, there are families at St Alban’s whose children are regularly absent for trivial reasons and the school is not contacted to let us know why the child has not come to school.  This is a cause for concern, as we may think the child is at home, while a parent may think they are at school. A few years ago a child died in Scotland because his parents thought he was at school and the school were used to parents not informing them about absence so they did become alarmed when the child did not appear in the classroom. Frequently the school phones parents who have not phoned to say that their child will not be in only to find that a mobile phone is turned off.

Children should only be absent from school for a real illness.  Let me once again quote the Chinese proverb “the greatest gift you can give a child is a good education”.
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From time to time, some children have to borrow spare underwear from the school; however, it is not always returned.  Please can you check at home to see if you have any “strange pants” and return them to us as soon as possible, as our stock has almost run out.  If there are any parents who would be willing to donate a pair of new pants (particularly for KS1 boys), we would also be very grateful.  


DON’T FORGET … 

Please remember that there will be no after-school band rehearsal this Thursday, 12 February.  Practices will resume as normal after the half term break.
DATES FOR NEXT TERM
Mon 16 Feb
Half term week
Mon 23 Feb
Children return to school

Mon 23 Feb
Caroline Howard at school

Mon 9 Mar
Parents’ Evening

Thurs 12 Mar
Parents’ Evening

Fri 20 Mar 
Numeracy Day

Wed 25 Mar
Caroline Howard at school

Fri 3 Apr
Last day of Spring term

With best wishes
St. Alban’s C of E Primary School
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