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HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER TO PARENTS





NO 10
8 July 2009
Dear Parents
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We are fast approaching the end of a busy term but there are still plenty of important things to remember before the summer break.            

SUMMER FAIR
I would like to give huge thanks to the HSA for making the summer fair a fantastic occasion for our school community; we are very grateful for the hard work in raising funds for the school.  The day was well organised, despite the showers, and great fun for the children and parents.  It was a wonderful day with a relaxed and friendly atmosphere and the children were all very well behaved and enjoyed taking part in their sports races.  Thank you again!

[image: image3.wmf]SUMMER CONCERT

Just a reminder that all KS1 children will have an opportunity to hear a shortened version of the summer concert programme on Thursday 9 July at 2.00pm.  Therefore, if possible on Friday evening, please make alternative arrangements for younger siblings who may become tired and noisy!  Any parents or grandparents who are also unable to come on the evening of 10 July are very welcome to this afternoon performance as the hall can become very crowded and uncomfortable on warm evenings.
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The Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly will be on Friday 17 July, starting at 9.10am and finishing at approximately 10.30pm.  

[image: image5.wmf]“STEP UP” AFTERNOON

On Tuesday 14 July the children will get the opportunity to spend some time in their new classrooms with their teachers for September 2009.

OPEN EVENING
Just to remind you that our open evening is on Thursday 16 July from 5.00-7.00pm.  This is an opportunity for you to look at your child’s work and take part in a variety of classroom activities.  The choir and band will be performing in the hall.  Please come along!
END OF TERM EUCHARIST
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The last day of term is Tuesday 21 July and there will be a whole School Eucharist at 2.00pm at St Alban’s Church.  At this Eucharist, prizes will be awarded to the most improved reader in each class and there will be a special award for the overall winner.   We will be leaving school at 1.30pm to walk to the church and parents are very welcome to walk with us or join us at the church.  

Please make sure you return the slip attached confirming how your child will be going home from the church.
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CAN YOU HELP … ?  

Is there anyone who is willing to make a variety of coloured woollen pom-poms during the summer holidays?  If so, Mrs Welton and Mrs Sadler would greatly appreciate them for their ELSA resources.  Thank you! 
SATs RESULTS
This year’s results are outstanding and have exceeded expectations:
94% Level 4 English
with 48% Level 5

94% Level 4 Maths
with 58% Level 5

96% Level 4 Science
with 61% Level 5

Each Year 6 child is calculated at 3.3%.

Level 4 is the national average for an 11 year old and Level 5 is above the national average.
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To encourage children to read over the long summer break, we are once again producing a reading challenge for KS1 and KS2 and forms will be sent home with your children next week.  The children share a book from each section on the challenge with an adult who should then sign the form.  A completed challenge is rewarded in assembly with a special certificate and the children are given an extra playtime.  

If children would like to take part in the scheme being run by the local libraries, they can complete this instead.  

Please support these schemes as children who read regularly make notably better academic progress.
THANK YOU

[image: image9.wmf]Thank you for continuing to collect the Nestle Box Top tokens.  The school has just received 24 new books for classrooms and the library which are worth £93.  Thank you again for your support and please continue to send in your vouchers.  
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Knight and Lee will be visiting the school on Friday 18 September for parents to purchase winter uniform.  As well as standard uniform items, they will be bringing blazers and a range of waterproof and winter jackets.

SWINE FLU GUIDELINES

Please read below guidelines written by the Health and Safety Department at Hampshire County Council: 
Following recent heightened awareness about swine flu we want to reassure all parents that there is no cause for concern or worry. If any cases do arise we are fully briefed on the correct action to take. 

As you may be aware, the Government has moved to a treatment phase to manage the current pandemic flu outbreak. Schools will now only close if local circumstances warrant it, for example if a significant number of pupils or teachers are ill.

The NHS has plans in place to deal with cases of swine flu. Advice remains for individuals that, unless you have flu-like symptoms, there is no need to stop your normal everyday activities, such as going to work or school.

NHS guidance asks that people ensure they continue to follow good hygiene practices and they “catch it, bin it, kill it” when they sneeze or cough. This means you should:

· cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing, using a tissue

· throw the tissue away quickly and carefully

· wash your hands regularly with soap and water

· clean hard surfaces (like door handles and remote controls) frequently with a normal cleaning product

If you feel your child is displaying flu like symptoms they should remain at home and you should seek advice from NHS Direct on 0845 4647 or www.nhs.uk. If you are still concerned, call your GP who will be able to provide a clinical diagnosis and appropriate advice on treatment over the phone. Inform the school as usual on the first day of absence.  
To read the latest official advice and find out about the simple steps you can take to help protect yourself and others visit www.nhs.uk or call the Swine Flu Information Line on 0800 1 513 513. Further information about swine flu can also be found on the Health Protection Agency website www.hpa.org.uk/swineflu.

Please also refer to the guidelines as issued in the government leaflet distributed to your household. This is also online at www.direct.gov.uk/en/Swineflu/DG_177831.  
EMSWORTH HORTICULTURAL SHOW
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This show takes place on Bank Holiday Monday, 31 August 2009 and as well as the entertainment and displays, there is an opportunity for young gardeners, cooks and artists to exhibit their creations for judging.  Application forms are available from the school office and each entrant will receive at least one rosette for their endeavours!
TEACHER AND PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS
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These sessions provide an opportunity for parents to come and meet their child’s new teacher and discuss classroom routines, homework and areas of study.  It is also a chance for you to ask questions.  An information sheet will be sent home for parents who cannot attend.  Sessions will be in the classrooms and start at 3.00pm.  Please enter the school via the office.

Tuesday 8 September 
Year 3

Wednesday 9 September
Year 5 **

Thursday 10 September
Year 4

Friday 11 September

Year 1

Monday 14 September 
Year 2

(**followed by a meeting for parents and children at 3.30pm regarding the Stubbington trip).
An information evening for Year 6 parents will be held on Tuesday 15 September at 5.00pm.  This will last approximately 45 minutes and include information about secondary school applications.  Children are not required to attend, but are welcome to come if they would like to.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Thurs 9 July
KS2 Concert (afternoon)

Fri 10 July
KS2 Concert (evening)

Thurs 16 July
Open Evening

Fri 17 July
50th Anniversary Summer Ball

Tues 21 July
Eucharist - St Alban’s Church Last Day of Term

Wed 22 July
Staff Training Day

Thurs 3 Sept
Staff Training Day

Fri 4 Sept
Staff Training Day

Mon 7 Sept
Children return to school

Autumn Term Dates

Fri 18 Sept
Knight and Lee at school

Mon 21 Sept
Year 5 Stubbington Week

- Fri 25 Sept

Thurs 22 Oct
Year 4 Fairthorne Manor

- Fri 23 Oct


Thurs 10 Dec
KS2 Carol Concert (eve)

Fri 11 Dec
KS2 Christmas “Dance” (am)

Mon 14 Dec
KS1 Nativity

Tues 15 Dec
Christmas Fair

Fri 18 Dec
Last Day of Term

Assembly Dates
Fri 25 Sept
Year 6 Assembly

Fri 2 Oct
Year 3 Assembly

Fri 9 Oct
Harvest Festival

Fri 16 Oct
Year 5 Assembly

Fri 6 Nov
Year 1 Assembly

Fri 13 Nov
Year 2 Assembly

Fri 20 Nov
Year 4 Assembly

With best wishes
END OF YEAR EUCHARIST – TUESDAY 21 JULY
Child’s Name: ……………………………………………………………………………

Child’s Class: …………………….

My child will be collected from St Alban’s Church


My child can walk home alone from St Alban’s Church


My child is going to TASK and will need to come back to school

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………….


St. Alban’s C of E Primary School
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