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HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER TO PARENTS





NO 1
5 January 2009
Dear Parents

Welcome back and Happy New Year!  
[image: image2.wmf]Before we start with the year ahead, I would like to reflect on how well Christmas went at St Alban’s; the staff and I all agree that it was one of the most enjoyable we have had at the school.  The carol service at the church was beautiful and we will continue this in the future with an additional afternoon performance next year for extra family members.  The KS1 nativity was a joy and the Christmas Fair ran like clockwork due to the amount of parents who gave up their time to help.  The fair raised a record £1076.00 and the money will be put to good use in the coming year.
TASMIN LITTLE
[image: image3.wmf]The world-renowned violinist, Tasmin Little, will be visiting the school next Friday 16 January to hold workshops and a special assembly with the children, so don’t be surprised if your child comes home wanting to learn the violin!

CAROLINE HOWARD
Caroline Howard, from the Havant Health Team will be visiting again on Friday 9 January from 1.00-3.30pm.  Parents can request an appointment in advance via the school office.  Caroline can help with concerns about sleeping, eating, behaviour, anxiety and anger management.  All meetings will be conducted with strict confidentiality.  
[image: image4.wmf]CONTACT DETAILS

Please remember to inform the school office if you have changed your home or mobile telephone numbers as well as any changes in emergency contact details.   

MUSIC
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Please remember that music fees for this term are due by Friday 16 January.

WHAT TO DO IF IT SNOWS…
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If it snows in the coming weeks, we will make the most of it by allowing the children to build snowmen and have fun on the field.  Please therefore ensure that your child has wellington boots or spare shoes and socks at school in a named bag as well as gloves and hats.  
LABELLING BELONGINGS

[image: image7.wmf]As you may remember, we had a large amount of lost property at the end of last term and parents become very upset when children lose things.  Clear labelling will help reduce this problem.  Jumpers need to be checked or re-labelled after washing as biro often fades.  It is also vital that all coats, hats, gloves and scarves are clearly named, particularly the reversible school coats and the school winter hats.  
PUNCTUALITY
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Please may I politely remind you that school starts at 8.55am.  A few regular offenders are arriving late nearly every morning.  Work starts as soon as the children go into the classroom with spellings, handwriting practice and maths before assembly and five minutes missed every day adds up to twenty-five minutes per week.
HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
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I am sure that you will have noticed that holidays are already being advertised on the television but as custodian of your child’s education, I will not authorise any holidays in May or September.  May is an important assessment time for the children and September is crucial as it provides the foundations for the rest of the school year.
MEDICINES
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We have received updated guidelines from Children’s Services Health and Safety Team regarding the administration of medicines.   Children may be given prescribed medicines (eg antibiotics, inhalers) and paracetamol (eg calpol, cough mixture) at school, with written consent and instructions regarding dosage and frequency from parents.  However, the school cannot give children under 16 aspirin or medicines containing Ibruprofen unless prescribed by a doctor.  
Trained staff will continue to administer maintenance drugs (eg insulin) and emergency drugs (eg adrenaline injections) as appropriate.

BOOK FAIR
Many thanks to everyone who helped and supported the book fair at the end of last year.  The event raised £374.32 and the money will be spent on new books for the library and classrooms.  Thank you again!
WELCOME AND GOODBYE
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I would like to welcome Mrs Angie Richards to our office team.  Mrs Richards is our new Finance Officer and will take over from Mrs Yelf when she retires on 16 January.  


I would also like to thank Mrs Yelf for all her hard work and dedication to St Alban’s School, both as a parent from 1987-1993 and as our Finance Officer since 1994.  She has been part of our school community for many years and will be missed by everyone here.  We wish her well in her retirement.  
DATES FOR NEXT TERM
A list of dates for this term, including class assemblies and trips will be sent home later this week.  
With best wishes

St. Alban’s C of E Primary School
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