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HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER TO PARENTS




NO 2

25 January 2010
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I think we are all glad to see the back of the snow and ice and it is lovely to see the sun shining again.  I would like to say another thank you to parents for their support during the cold spell and well done to the children for acting sensibly whilst still having fun and enjoying themselves.

A huge thank you to Mr Brooks who came on a Saturday to repair the KS1 canopy and gutters damaged by the snow and to Mr Warren who donated some salt and helped clear the path.

Mr Barton, our Site Manager, is still on crutches, having fallen on the ice (not at school!).

GHANA FUNDRAISING

 Just a reminder about the fundraising events planned for the next few weeks to help buy much needed equipment for Ghana when Mrs Olive-Jones and Mrs Skipp visit our link school in February.  

[image: image3..pict]Cake Sale  will take place on Thursday 28 January and cakes and biscuits will be sold during morning and afternoon break to all children for 50p each.

[image: image4..pict]Non-Uniform Day will be on Friday 12 February and all children wearing home clothes will be asked to donate £1.
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Copper Trail will be laid all around the school.  So please donate any small change to your class teacher by Friday 5 February and we will see how far we can get!

We are, of course, remembering the people of Haiti in our school prayers, but have taken the decision not to do any extra school-based fundraising on this occasion.

PARKING
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We have had another complaint from a resident in Littlegreen Avenue regarding parents’ parking before and after school.  Please remember that cars should not be parked or wait in front of dropped kerbs.  Please also remember that it is dangerous to other vehicles and pedestrians if cars are parked too close the corners and junctions.  In the spirit of community cohesion, please try to respect our neighbours’ driveways.
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SPORTS NEWS
Well done to the Year 6 children who took part in the cross country competition at Oaklands this month.  They ran extremely well against Year 6 and 7 students from other local schools.
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Well done also to our Year 6 hockey team who took part in a tournament at the end of last week and made a very good account of themselves.

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL
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It has been noticed by the Governors’ Health and Safety Committee that children are arriving at school too early in the mornings.  There is a teacher on duty from 8.45am each day, but the school’s insurance does not cover anyone coming onto the playground before this time and is therefore not responsible for any accidents or falls which may occur.  There is a breakfast club available from 7.45am at a cost of £2.50 to help parents who need to be at work early.  In exceptional circumstances, Mrs Wood will always accommodate, at prior request, and allow children into the medical room early under her supervision.

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS
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We currently have some vacancies for children who would like to start learning the piano, violin or a brass instrument.  The fees for lessons are currently £50 per instrument per term.  All children will undergo a six week probationary period and fees for this trial period are £25.  Children wishing to learn violin or brass are able to borrow an instrument and children wishing to learn the piano should have regular access to a piano or full sized keyboard.  If your child is interested in this, please let the school office know.

FREE COMPUTERS
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At the beginning of January, the Government announced a Home Access scheme for low income families who have a child in KS2 or KS3.  If you are in receipt of certain benefits you could qualify for a grant to buy a computer.  For an application form, please phone 0333 2001004 or visit http://www.homeaccess.org.uk
[image: image12..pict]OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOKS
We have had a request from Hampshire Public Library Service to remind children and parents to return any overdue library books so that others may also enjoy them.  There are no fines or charges on children’s books so no-one will be penalised for the late return of books and they can also be returned to any Hampshire library, regardless of where they were borrowed from.

ENGLISH DAY
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Later this week you will be receiving further details of our English Day on 3 February.  This will take the same format as Numeracy Day but will focus on reading.  I will be giving an assembly to which parents are welcome and you are then invited to attend a literacy lesson with your child.

NATIVITY DVD
There are a few remaining copies of the DVD of the KS1 nativity.  These are £3.00 each and can be bought from the school office.

DIARY DATES
Wed 3 Feb
English Day

Fri 12 Feb
Non Uniform Day

HSA Cake Sale (3.00pm)

Mon 15 Feb
Half Term Week

Mon 1 Mar
Inset Day – school closed

Thur 11 Mar
Parents’ Evening

Thur 18 Mar
Parents’ Evening

Tues 23 Mar
Numeracy Day

Tues 30 Mar
HSA Easter Event

Wed 31 Mar
Eucharist at St Alban’s Church

Thur 1 April
Last Day of Term

With best wishes
St. Alban’s C of E Primary School
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