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HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER TO PARENTS
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Many thanks to all the parents and grandparents who attended the Reading Day on Wednesday.  The children actively enjoyed working alongside a member of their family.  Mrs James, our English Manager, will analyse the parental questionnaires and respond to any requests made.  Encouraging your child to read is one of the most important things a parent can do for their child’s education.  Reading has to compete with the television and computer but is a much more effective developer of the brain.  Teachers can spot children who read widely as they are more articulate and have more ideas for their writing.

MISS LESTER

[image: image3.wmf]Miss Lester, our greatly respected Music Manager, is retiring in July and the school is currently recruiting for a music specialist to join us in September.
ADMISSIONS
Since the outstanding Ofsted report in May 2007, St Alban’s School has always received significantly more applications for the 30 Reception places than are legally available.  This year there were 86 applications for the September 2010 entry of 30 places.  This is unprecedented and resulted in several disappointed parents and children who had expectations of a place in the Reception year.
The Admissions Policy for 2010 was a legally approved document that had been advised by the Portsmouth and Winchester Diocesan Board of Education and subsequently scrutinized by them and Hampshire County Council.  
All members of the Admissions Committee are acutely aware of the distress this has caused and our hearts go out to those who are disappointed, however, the Committee always take great care to assess all applications on their merit and offer places strictly in accordance with the Admissions Policy.   

As in previous years, the Governors’ Admissions Committee will be meeting over the next month to review the policy for 2011.  This will then be submitted for approval to the Diocesan Board of Education and Hampshire County Council’s Legal Teams before publication.
The unsigned note being circulated to parents at the school gate regarding admissions contains inaccuracies and is adding fuel to an already emotive and distressing situation.  
The note oversimplifies an incredibly complex issue.  The school and the grounds belong to the Church of England and the trust deed of the school, which specifies preference to St Alban’s Parish and Church of England churches in the Havant Deanery, is legally binding.    
Please address any individual concerns to Mr Alan Welton, our Chairman of Governors, and these will be given due consideration at the Admissions Meeting.

CRECHE
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Our HSA runs a crèche for the Friday morning assemblies.  This is a very valuable service and means that the performers’ voices can be heard and enables you to enjoy your older child’s assembly without worrying about how to keep little ones quiet!  However, volunteers are needed to give up approximately half an hour of their time for just one Friday morning per term.  If you can help with this, please let Mrs Mann know or see Kristy Johnson at the school gate.
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Thank you very much to everyone who made and bought cakes for the sale last week.  Approximately £170 was made which will be added to the funds to take to Ghana.  A special thank you also to Emily Frost, Imogen Walsh and Daisy Wiggins who held their own cake sales at Church and Guides to raise even more money.
MUSIC
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Just a reminder that there are no instrumental lessons next week and there will be no band practice on Thursday after school.  

Mrs Mann has also asked me to remind you that music fees were due in January.

FOR SALE
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One of our parents is selling a digital piano.  It is a Casio Privia PX110 and is three years old and in excellent condition.  The current price is £475, but an offer in the region of £220 would be accepted.  For more information, please speak to Mrs Mann in the school office.
LOCAL EVENTS
Portsmouth Outdoor Centre
[image: image8.wmf]Half term activities at the Portsmouth Outdoor Centre include team challenges, problem solving, climbing and high rope challenges.  Two hour sessions run at 10.00 and 11.00am for 8-11 year olds and 1.00 and 2.00pm for 12-16 year olds.  Sessions cost £5 per person and to book please call 023 9266 3873.
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Sport Relief at Staunton Country Park
On Sunday 21 March a Sport Relief Mile challenge will be held at Staunton Country Park.  Please contact Sophie Iles on 023 9244 6570 for more information.

[image: image10.wmf]Classic Vehicle Run
On Sunday 18 April a classic vehicle run will start from Havant Civic Centre Car Park at 9.30am.  The finish point will be combined with a ‘Fun Day’ at the Peter Ashley Activity Centre/Fort Purbrook.  This is in aid of the Mayor of Havant’s Charity Appeal Fund and more information can be found by calling 023 9244 6152.

PUFFIN BOOKS
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Mrs Welton will shortly be sending home some leaflets for the Puffin Book Club.  If you would like any books, please make sure you send in your order form together with a cheque made payable to Puffin Book Club.  The school will receive 50% commission on all orders to spend on books for the classrooms.
INSET DAY

Another reminder that there will be a staff training day on Monday 1 March and the school will be closed for the children.
MORRISONS
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Thank you to all who sent in vouchers for the Morrisons Let’s Grow Programme.  We have received some new equipment including potting trays, trugs and a water butt.  If you are interested in helping us with our gardening, please let Miss Newman know.
COFFEE MORNINGS

Representatives from Children’s Services are going to hold coffee mornings in the School Library once each half term to inform parents about the support and services available to them locally.  The dates for these coffee mornings are Tuesday 9 March from 9.00am, Tuesday 25 May and Tuesday 6 July.  
DIARY DATES
Fri 12 Feb
Non Uniform Day

HSA Cake Sale (3.00pm)

Mon 15 Feb
Half Term Week

Mon 1 Mar
Inset Day – school closed

Thur 11 Mar
Parents’ Evening

Wed 17 Mar
Knight and Lee at school

Thur 18 Mar
Parents’ Evening

Tues 23 Mar
Numeracy Day

Tues 30 Mar
HSA Easter Event

Wed 31 Mar
Eucharist at St Alban’s Church

Thur 1 April
Last Day of Term

With best wishes

 
St. Alban’s C of E Primary School
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