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GHANA REPORT 2009
Dear Children, Parents and Governors
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During the May half-term, I travelled with a small group from St Andrew’s Church, Hayling Island, to visit our link school in Takorase.  I took £860 raised by our pupils to fund the building of urinals and a school canteen.  

Takorase School is in a sparsely habited area surrounded by jungle. The residents live in red, mud huts with no running water or electricity.  I found out that Takorase School is operating well and is popular in the community because of the facilities we have provided.  The whole village turned out to welcome our party and danced to drum music to entertain us.  
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Mr Quashi, the Headteacher of Takorase, was delighted with the pencils, pens, footballs, letters and funds that St Alban’s children had sent.  I met the teaching staff and discussed future plans for the school. 
One very sad story was how a little girl in Takorase School had become ill with a fever and due to the distance to the nearest clinic had died before treatment could be given.  For our next project St Alban’s will save up to purchase a motor bike that can be used for such emergencies. A new Chinese motor bike can be bought in Ghana for £350. The road cannot always be accessed by car but a motor bike could get through. Once again this gives our children a tangible, humanitarian project for which they can see the results. 
[image: image4.wmf]During the week the St Andrew’s party visited projects at Aiesu and Asesewa and the orphanage in Kumasi. My daughter, Bryony, had spent some time earlier in the year working at Mampong orphanage so I was able to report back on the babies she had fallen in love with.  I delivered the medical equipment donated by Dr Quarrie-Jones, one of our parents, to a newly erected clinic. As well as providing much needed resources the trip also focused on Christian fellowship and it was a joy to catch up with the families and friends we had met before.  I was once again humbled by the spirituality, joy and generosity of the people we met.

[image: image5.wmf]Once the projects had been visited the party travelled north to Moli-Park, a wild life centre. I have some close up photos of elephants, cob deer, baboons and wart hogs to share with the children.  Fortunately the only snake I saw was a very, large but very dead one.


During the week I took many photographs and kept a video diary to share with our children.  This will be shown on Friday 5 June at 9.10am and parents are welcome to attend.

By next week there will be a display of photographs of Ghana in the main school corridor, parents are welcome to pop in to see them. 
This trip was entirely self- funded.
Alice Wood

St. Alban’s C of E Primary School
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