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1.
Status  
Statutory

2.
Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that, during the school day, all children have full and free access to a broad and balanced curriculum.

The school day is defined as 8.55am to 3.30pm. 

3.
Who was consulted?

The policy has been informed by 'A Guide to the Law for School Governors', for Voluntary Aided Schools published by the DCSF and the ‘Schools’ Manual of Finance Practice and Procedure’.
4.
Relationship to other policies

This policy complements the school's equal opportunities policy, curriculum policy and teaching and learning policy.
5.
During the school day

All activities that are a necessary part of the National Curriculum plus religious education will be provided free of charge.  This includes any materials, equipment and transport to take pupils between the school and the activity.  It excludes charges made for music tuition given by instrumental teachers specifically employed for this purpose.  Unless the teaching is an essential part of the National Curriculum, the Governors will make a charge.

Voluntary contributions may be sought for activities during the school day which entail additional costs: for example, a charge may be made for materials in practical lessons such as technology if the finished article is to be taken home.

From time to time the school may invite a non-school based organisation such as a theatre group to arrange an activity during the school day.  Such organisations may wish to charge parents, who may, if they wish, ask the headteacher to agree to their child being absent for that period.

6.
Optional activities outside the school day

The school may charge for optional, extra activities provided outside of the school day.  Such activities are not part of the National Curriculum or religious education.

7.
Educational visits 
The school may request a voluntary contribution from parents for activities including educational visits, which are considered valuable and which the school is otherwise unable to fund.   The school will not exclude a child from an activity if the parents are unwilling or unable to pay, but if insufficient voluntary contributions are raised the school may cancel that activity; this will be made clear to parents when giving details of the activity.    
8.
Residential courses

Charges for board and lodging for residential visits may be made.  Where the activity is to be wholly or mainly during school hours, parents who can prove they are in receipt of the following benefits will be exempt from the board and lodging costs only (charges for any transport and activities during the course will still be chargeable):  

Income Support; 

Income Based Jobseekers Allowance; 

Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; Child Tax Credit provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) does not exceed £15,575 (Financial Year 2008/09); 

The guarantee element of State Pension Credit; 

An income related employment and support allowance that was introduced on 27 October 2008.  
If an insufficient number of children choose to attend and pay the required cost, the school may cancel the course.
9.
Calculating charges

When charges are made for any activity, whether during or outside of the school day, they will be based on the actual costs incurred, divided by the total number of pupils participating.  There will be no levy on the parents who can pay to support those who cannot pay.  For residential courses, families with twins will receive a 50% discount for the second child.  Financial support will be at the Headteacher’s and Governing Body’s discretion.  
Parents who would qualify for support are those who are entitled to the benefits listed in section 8 above.  
The principles of best value will be applied when planning activities that incur costs to the school and/or charges to parents.
10.
Damage to property
Parents can be asked to pay for wilful damage to school property or the misuse of books and equipment.  
11.
Arrangements for monitoring and evaluation

The Finance Committee will monitor the impact of this policy by receiving on a termly basis a financial report on those activities that resulted in charges being levied, the subsidies awarded (without providing any personal information) and the source of those subsidies. 
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